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Matthew Oster 
moster@wrslawyers.com 

 

 

August 16, 2023 

Via Email and U.S. Mail 
metropolitan@oca.org 
 
His Beatitude 
Metropolitan Tikhon 
Orthodox Church in America 
PO Box 31409 
Alexandria, VA  22310 

 

Re: Complaint of Harassment of Father Constantin Alecse by the Romanian Orthodox 
Episcopate of America  

 
Your Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon: 

We are litigation counsel to Father Constantin Alecse (“Father Alecse”).  We write to 
formally complain about an ongoing campaign of harassment and defamation perpetrated by the 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America (the “ROEA”) and its leader, Archbishop Nathaniel.  
The ROEA and Archbishop Nathaniel now have called Father Alecse to a second false “Spiritual 
Consistory.”  This is so despite the ROEA’s lack of jurisdiction over Father Alecse given his 
forced retirement by the ROEA and his Blessing by Metropolitan Nicolae and the Romanian 
Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas (“ROMA”) nearly a year ago.  Further, and in any event, 
the ROEA’s proposed charges facially exceed the limits for spiritual consistories set forth in the 
ROEA’s own Bylaws.  We therefore respectfully ask that the Orthodox Church in America (the 
“OCA”) intervene to reign in Archbishop Nathaniel and the ROEA.1  Any failure to intervene 
will force us to seek relief from yet higher and/or alternate authority such as the civil courts. 

Father Alecse has served the Romanian Orthodox Church as a Spiritual Leader for more 
than 45 years.  He joined the ROEA in 1980 and served as the Parish Priest of the Holy Trinity 
Romanian Orthodox Church in Los Angeles, California (the “Parish”) since 1982.  Over that 
time, he has earned a stellar reputation by, among other things, teaching and guiding his 
parishioners with a skillful hand, as well as helping to secure a healthy parish endowment and 
nurturing the Romanian culture and heritage. 

 
1 Father Alecse also has asked his superiors, Metropolia ROMA, to intervene or to help 
adjudicate this matter, should adjudication become necessary.   
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On June 30, 2022, the ROEA informed Father Alecse that he would be unilaterally and 
forcibly retired from service effective September 15, 2022.2  See Exhibit 1.  Father Alecse, not 
yet ready to retire, applied for and received the Blessing of Metropolitan Nicolae and the 
Romanian Orthodox Metropolia of the Americas (“ROMA”) on September 30, 2022, with his 
official acceptance in the Metropolia ROMA by the Metropolitan Council on November 11, 
2022.  See Exhibit 2.  On November 6, 2022, Father Alecse formally requested that he be 
released by the ROEA, which request the ROMA reasserted in January 2023, but to our 
knowledge no response has been forthcoming from the ROEA.  See Exhibits 2 and 3.   

Apparently offended that Father Alecse would want to continue his service to the 
Romanian Orthodox Church under the auspices of the ROMA, the ROEA and Archbishop 
Nathaniel then commenced their campaign of harassment and defamation against Father Alecse. 

On November 4, 2022, Archbishop Nathaniel falsely claimed that Father Alecse had 
signed a non-existent “Declaration and Act of Loyalty” that prohibited him from submitting to 
any authority other than that of Archbishop Nathaniel and the ROEA – presumably including the 
ROMA, the Orthodox Church in America, and even the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church in 
Romania.3  See Exhibit 5.  This same letter falsely accused the Parish of unspecified and non-
existent “unlawful acts” and purported to suspend Father Alecse from all priestly functions 
despite Father Alecse having informally received the Blessing of Metropolitan Nicolae and the 
ROMA on September 30.  Even worse, the ROEA immediately published these false claims on 
its public website causing Father Alecse immense reputational harm.   

Next, on January 24, 2023, the ROEA sent Father Alecse a letter “summoning” him 
before a “Spiritual Consistory” of the ROEA (on less than three weeks’ notice and in a foreign 
state) to address the ROEA’s purported “investigation into various complaints” received about 
him.  See Exhibit 6.  That letter, however, deprived the Father all due process by completely 
failing to identify the alleged complaints and their source.  This facially abusive effort appears to 
have been abandoned based on our letter objecting to its manifest impropriety.  

Now, on July 17, 2023, the ROEA has again sent Father Alecse a letter purporting to call 
him before an August 17, 2023 Spiritual Consistory of the ROEA.  This time, the ROEA has 
identified four charges:  1) Administration in bad faith of the Holy Trinity Church’s properties; 
2) Disobedience and conspiracy toward His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel; 3) Unlawful 
transfer to another diocese; and 4) Performing religious services while suspended.  See Exhibit 7.   

 
2 On September 15, the ROEA had not yet identified a replacement Parish Priest and blessed 
Father Alecse to continue to serve as Parish Priest “pro-temp” “until the process of assigning the 
next Parish Priest is completed….”  See Exhibit 4.   
3 On November 8, 2022, counsel for Father Alecse requested that the ROEA provide a copy of 
any such declaration, and the ROEA was unable to provided one.   
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First, at least two, and likely three, of these charges exceed the powers of the ROEA’s 
Spiritual Consistory according to Article XV, Section 6, of the ROEA’s own Bylaws, which 
provide that “[t]he Spiritual Consistory shall only hear and decide cases involving dogmatic and 
canonical matters….”  See Exhibit 8.  Administration of Parish property, alleged disobedience, 
and transfer to another diocese are not dogmatic or canonical. 

Second, Father Alecse has not been subject to the jurisdiction of the ROEA since he was 
forcibly retired by the ROEA and received the Blessing of Metropolitan Nicolae and the ROMA 
nearly a year ago.  This effort to “summon” Father Alecse, therefore, is facially improper and 
only can have a defamatory goal. 

Third, as the ROEA must know, Father Alesce only has ever served as the Spiritual 
Leader of his parish.  He never has “administered” any parish properties.  As is explained in the 
ROEA’s own Bylaws, Article IX, Section 6, “the assets of the Parish shall be administered by 
the Parish Council….”  See Exhibit 8.  ROEA’s Bylaws, Article IX, Section 12, further provides 
that “[t]he acquisition, sale, leasing, mortgaging or otherwise encumbering of church properties 
shall be decided by the Parish Assembly….”  See Exhibit 8.   

Fourth, no rule of the ROEA, the ROMA, the Orthodox Church in America, or even the 
Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church in Romania prohibits a Romanian Orthodox priest from 
being blessed by a diocese after having been forcibly retired from another.  Nor can we imagine 
any of these organizations would reasonably desire to create any such rule. 

Finally, the ROEA’s letter purports to charge Father Alesce with “[p]erforming religious 
services while suspended,” but Father Alesce has never been “suspended” by the ROEA.  As is 
set forth above, he was forcibly retired on September 15, 2022, and then immediately reinstated 
pro tempore.  Father Alesce then received the Blessing of Metropolitan Nicolae and the ROMA 
on September 30, 2022 (officially on November 11, 2022). 

Father Alecse has suffered real and quantifiable harm caused by the ROEA’s harassment 
and defamation.  Parishioners have cited its published false claims in questioning Father Alecse’s 
status and conduct despite his Blessing by Metropolitan Nicolae and the ROMA.  This has led to 
cancelled engagements (expressly based on the false statements issued by the ROEA) and a 
diminution of Father Alecse’s stellar reputation, built on decades of service.   

We have demanded that the ROEA immediately cancel this false “Spiritual Consistory” 
and cease and desist from further defaming Father Alecse.  We also have explained that Father 
Alecse wants nothing more from the ROEA than to be left to fulfil his duties under the auspices 
of the OCA, the ROMA, the Orthodox Church in Romania, and the Holy Synod of the 
Patriarchate in Romania.  Archbishop Nathaniel and the ROEA, however, have ignored these 
demands and have persisted in their unfair persecution of Father Alecse.  We now therefore ask 
that you and the OCA intervene. 
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Thank you for your time and consideration in reviewing this letter and its attachments.  
All rights are reserved. 

Very truly yours, 
 

WOLF, RIFKIN, SHAPIRO, SCHULMAN & RABKIN, LLP 
 
 
 

MATTHEW OSTER 
 
Exhibits (1-8) 
 
Copy: ROEA, Archbishop Nathaniel, nathaniel@roea.org 
 ROMA, Metropolitan Nicolae, contact@mitropolia.us  
 Anthony Grossman, Esq., agrossman@sg-law.net  
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EXHIBIT 6 



ÌØÛ ÑÎÌØÑÜÑÈ ÝØËÎÝØ ×Ò ßÓÛÎ×Ýß

ÌØÛ ÎÑÓßÒ×ßÒ ÑÎÌØÑÜÑÈ ÛÐ×ÍÝÑÐßÌÛ ÑÚ ßÓÛÎ×Ýß

Ì¸» Ó±­¬ Î»ª»®»²¼ Ü®ò ÒßÌØßÒ×ÛÔ Ð±°°ô ß®½¸¾·­¸±°

Ì¸» Î·¹¸¬ Î»ª»®»²¼ ßÒÜÎÛ× Ø±¿®­¬»ô ß«¨·´·¿®§ Þ·­¸±°

Ö¿²«¿®§ îìô îðîí

Ü»¿® Ð®±¬±°®»­¾§¬»® ß´»½­»ô

Ì¸·­ ·­ ¬± ·²º±®³ §±« ¬¸¿¬ ¬¸» Î±³¿²·¿² Ñ®¬¸±¼±¨ Û°·­½±°¿¬» ±º

ß³»®·½¿ ¸¿­ ¾»¹«² ¿² ·²ª»­¬·¹¿¬·±² ·²¬± ª¿®·±«­ ½±³°´¿·²¬­ ®»½»·ª»¼

¿¾±«¬ §±«® ½±²¼«½¬ ¿­ ¿ °®·»­¬ò

Ç±« ¿®» ¸»®»¾§ ­«³³±²»¼ ¬± ¿ ¸»¿®·²¹ ¾»º±®» ¬¸» Í°·®·¬«¿´ Ý±²­·­¬±®§

¿¬ ìæíð °ò³ò ±² Ó±²¼¿§ô Ú»¾®«¿®§ ïíô îðîíô ¿¬ Í¿·²¬ Ö±¸² ¬¸» Þ¿°¬·¦»®

Ý¸«®½¸ô ¿¬ ¬¸» ¿¼¼®»­­æ íéìç É ÞÛØÎÛÒÜ ÜÎô ÙÔÛÒÜßÔÛô ßÆ èëíðèóîîëî

×º §±« ½¸±±­» ²±¬ ¬± ¾» °®»­»²¬ô ¬¸» ¸»¿®·²¹ ©·´´ °®±½»»¼ ±² ¬¸» ¿ª¿·´¿¾´» »ª·¼»²½»ô ¿²¼

§±« ©·´´ ¾» ­«¾¶»½¬ ¬± ¬¸» ¼»½·­·±²­ ±º ¬¸» Ý±²­·­¬±®§ ¿²¼ ¬¸» ß®½¸¾·­¸±°ò

Ç±«®­ ·² Ý¸®·­¬ô

Ð®·»­¬ ×±¿² Þ±¹¼¿²

Í»½®»¬¿®§

Ýæ ß®½¸¾·­¸±° ÒßÌØßÒ×ÛÔ

Ê»®§ Î»ª ô

Ü»¿² ±º Ð¿½·º·½ Í±«¬¸©»­¬ Ü»¿²»®§

ÌØÛ ÍÐ×Î×ÌËßÔ ÝÑÒÍ×ÍÌÑÎÇ

Ê»®§ Î»ªò Ú®ò × Ó¿»®»¿²ô

ß½¬·²¹ Ð®»­·¼»²¬

Î»ªò Ú®ò ×±¿² Þ±¹¼¿²ô

Í»½®»¬¿®§

Ê»®§ Î»ªò Ú®ò Ú´±®»²¬·²

Ù¿¾®·»´ ß¹±­¬±²ô

×²ª»­¬·¹¿¬±®

ô



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 7 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 8 


































































































































































